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The Messiah Has Come
Week 39
Matthew 9:35-38
“A Call To Action”

Introduction

Then | heard the voice of The LORD asking: Who will | send? Who will go for us?
I said: Here I am. Send me. Isaiah 6:8-9

When we come to the end of the ninth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, we see a shift in the
narrative that is reflective of an adjustment in The Savior’s earthly ministry. Up to this point the disciples
of Christ have been merely spectators in His mission. But all that was about to change for He was
ready at this point to send them out as ambassadors of the kingdom of heaven. How unprepared and
inadequate they must have felt after watching Jesus perform miracle after miracle, as well as expound
upon The Word of God like no other Rabbi in history. But, nonetheless, it was time for these men to go
out and do what they had been chosen to do.

Matthew has described for us wonder upon wonder performed by The Son of God. And he
concludes this “passage of miracles” saying:

Jesus continued going around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their

synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease
and sickness. Matthew 9:35

Which begs the question for us today: If The LORD chose to heal “every sickness and disease” in that
generation, then why does He no longer do this today? We see suffering all around us, and it has
continued for centuries. Does God still heal? The answer is yes! He most certainly does, but not
everyone is healed in these times as they were when Jesus walked the earth. So why is that exactly?
There are actually two reasons. Firstly: Christ came to usher in a New Covenant for those who would
believe in Him. And He proved the validity of His message by performing many miracles. He even said to
the doubters at one point:

If I am not doing My Father’s works. don’t believe Me. But if | am doing them and
you don’t believe Me, believe the works. This way you will know and understand
that The Father is in Me and I in the Father. John 10:37-38

The second reason that Jesus healed every disease when He was here on earth was to
demonstrate, give just a small taste if you will, of how it will be when the Kingdom of Heaven is ushered
in. There will be no more sickness or sorrow, no pain nor suffering when King Jesus is seated on the
throne of David to rule over the nations will an iron scepter (Psalm 2:9, Revelation 2:27). As Jesus went
about preaching the kingdom, He gave everyone a living illustration of just how glorious that kingdom
would be. And He warned people that they must believe in Him order to enter into that kingdom. Simply
attempting (in vain) to obey the Old Testament Law would not be sufficient if one desires to enter into the
kingdom of heaven. Jesus declared to any who would listen:

The Law_and the Prophets were until John: since then, the good news of the
kingdom of God has been proclaimed, and everyone is urgently invited to enter it.
Luke 16:16

Matthew as we have previously discussed, wanted to convince his readers that Jesus was indeed
the Promised Messiah, King of the Jews. And point by point, he offered infallible proofs to that end. So
as we wrap up his discussion of Jesus’ miraculous power, we will see the preaching of the kingdom
intensify in the coming chapters. Many would come to faith as Christ the great teacher went about
heralding the coming kingdom, but sadly, not only did many refuse to believe, but they would become
more aggressively hostile to The Son of God, their anger culminating with His execution. Little did they
know that even their treachery was all a part of God’s plan. For in order to bring healing to the world, The
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Good Shepherd had to take the world’s infirmities upon Himself and die on the cross to fulfill the will of
The Father. So let us look together at this final portion of Matthew’s ninth chapter and see for ourselves
The Herald, The Healer, and The Harvest. Please allow me to explain.

The Herald (vs. 35a)

Jesus continued going around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom.... Matthew 9:35a

As we have already discussed, everywhere that Jesus went in His three year earthy ministry, his
message was the same; namely, The Kingdom of Heaven. The Jewish people had long awaited their
promised Messiah who would come and rule upon the throne of David and once more establish Israel to
a place of world prominence. The desire of the people to be extracted from centuries of being trampled
upon by the rulers of the Gentile empires would finally be at an end, and the Messiah would usher in a
new era of peace and prosperity for those long downtrodden. What they failed to understand was that the
Messiah came first to die for their sins, so that when He retuned to establish His kingdom, they could by
faith be qualified to enter therein.

| think that if you went around asking most Christians today to explain what Jesus meant when
He spoke of this heavenly kingdom, most of them would not be able. The term “kingdom of heaven” is
not simply about the time when all Believers will eventually go to heaven. No, it is much more than that.
There is a time coming when Christ shall reign as King upon the earth, and Jerusalem will be His capital
city. All peoples from every tribe, tongue, and nation will bow before His glorious majesty. And only those
who have placed their faith in Him will be able to enter into to that wonderful time of joy and peace. Butin
order for these things to take place, the Messiah first had to humble Himself and suffer in our stead.

Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, Who, existing in the form of God,
did not consider equality with God as something to be exploited. Instead He emptied
Himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And
when He had come as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death — even to death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted Him
and gave Him The Name that is above every name, so that at the Name of Jesus
every knee will bow — in heaven and on earth and under the earth — and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God The Father.

Philippians 2:5-11

So when Christ spoke of the kingdom of heaven, He was inviting people to come into that
kingdom. And the only way that any will ever enter in is to have a personal relationship with the
kingdom’s King. He came and preached, the Greek word used here is Kerysso (pronounced kay-roos’-o),
and it means to act as a herald, proclaiming good news. Jesus was the herald that came to announce
His own coming kingdom. And to add validity to His Messianic claim to David’'s throne, He not only
fulfilled every OId Testament Messianic prophecy, but He also worked wondrous miracles to demonstrate
His validity and authority. Therefore, all who would chose not to heed His message and refuse His offer
of saving grace would be left with no excuse upon their day of judgment. For you see, one day every
knee will in fact confess Him as LORD, but for so many, that day will come too late. And they will learn
first hand:

It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of The Living God. Hebrews 10:31

To reject the message of the Herald is to be forever exiled from His coming kingdom. But there is
good news, Jesus came as a herald of the gospel message (euangelion in the Greek, meaning good
news”), that whosever would believe in Him shall not perish, but would have everlasting life (John 3:16).
And His message is still being preached throughout the world today! And as the Apostle Paul would
proudly proclaim:
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For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. Romans 1:16

The Healer (vs 35b-36)

...and healing every disease and every sickness. When He saw the crowds. He felt

compassion for them, because they were distressed and dejected. like sheep
without a shepherd. Matthew 9:35b-36

| just love this passage! Because in verses such as these we are given a wonderful glimpse into
the heart of our God. Many years ago, | did a personal study on the emotions of Jesus. | went through
each of the four gospels, and every time | saw a verse about the emotions of Christ | jotted it down in my
journal. When | had concluded my recording of every passage | found, | went back and looked at all the
different emotional responses of The Savior. There were times when He expressed joy, sorrow,
frustration, and even anger. But the overwhelming emotion that stood out to me was His compassion.
Several times you will see Jesus having profound compassion and empathy for the suffering masses.

| actually believe it is within this passage in Matthew that you can begin to understand The
LORD'’S frustrations with the religious leaders in Jerusalem. It was not only their lack of true spiritual
leadership that angered Him, but it was also their complete lack of empathy for the struggles of the
common people. Matthew tells us that He saw the people of Israel as leaderless, sheep without any real
shepherds to guide them. And as a result, the people were “distressed and dejected” (CSB translation).
The actual Greek gives a more pointed description. The words in the original text mean literally “turned
loose and thrown down.” It tells us that the spiritual plight of the people meant nothing to those who
claimed to be their shepherds. The Pharisees of Jesus day were far more concerned with their own
personal status and power than they ever were for the people with whom they were supposed to minister.

The same can be said today for the many televangelist who use people simply as grist for their
money mills. They make a great show of religious piety and fervor, but truth be told, they couldn’t care
less for the souls of their followers. But they care a great deal for their financial contributions! You will
never see in the Scriptures a verse where Jesus hugged a Pharisee. And here in this ninth chapter of
Matthew’s gospel, we see the reason they were at odds.

God cares about the suffering of people, and He wants them to know Him intimately as their
Father, so that He can provide for their every need. This is the very heart of God. He is a good, good
Father. And He feels very deeply for our suffering. The Greek word used here to describe The Savior’s
“‘compassion” is splanchnizomai, which speaks to a gut-twisting ache for someone else’s pain. In the
Hebrew way of thinking, the heart was not the seat of emotions, but rather the intestines were. And
although we find this to be odd in our modern day vernacular, it actually makes perfect sense. Have you
ever been so troubled with grief that your stomach was upset, and you were unable to even eat? Then
you understand the thought. The LORD was so moved with compassion for the suffering of the people,
as we would say in a slang term; “it tore His guts out’. This tells us how deeply God feels our pain. And
just how much the Great Physician wants to heal not only our physical bodies, but the anxieties that we
face from day to day. As Simon Peter has so famously said:

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt
you at the proper time, casting all your cares on Him, because He cares about you.
1 Peter 5:6-7

What a comfort it is to know that when we are in Christ; He hurts, when we hurt! Our healer longs
to reach out and comfort us when this world has cast us aside and thrown us to the wolves. There is not
a pain that a child of God can go though that His Heavenly Father does not care about. So go to Him
when you need healing. He will never disappoint. He knows our sorrows all too well. As the Psalmist so
beautifully expressed:

You yourself have recorded all my wanderings. Put my tears in Your bottle. Are

they not in your book? Then my enemies will retreat on the day when I call. This |
know: God is for me. Psalm 56:8-9
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| tear up every time | read those verses. God Himself keeps a record of His children’s tears. He
hurts when we hurt. So whatever you are facing today my brothers and sisters, do not let your enemy
convince you that no one cares. God cares, and He feels our hurts in His own heart. And He promises to
heal us “at the proper time”. The sufferings that we endure in this world are for the strengthening of our
faith and resolve, but God will make it up to us one day, and make no mistake, He most certainly cares for
you, even when no one else does! And one day, all our sorrows will be turned to joy, when His kingdom
comes.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is going to be revealed to us. Romans 8:18

The Harvest (vs. 37-38)

Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few.
Therefore, pray to The LORD of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”
Matthew 9:37-38

Just like the one before it, this passage reveals to us further insight into the heart of our God. As
the Savior was moved to compassion for the lost sheep in the house of Israel, He instructed His disciples
to pray. But what | find most interesting is just how they were commanded to pray. He didn’t tell them to
pray for the lost, although there is certainly nothing wrong with praying for lost people. But that is not the
focus here. He commanded them to pray for more workers to go into the harvest field. Any farmer will tell
you that you can grow the greatest crop ever, but if there is no one to bring it in, then it will all go to seed.
Farmers don’t need laborers who will just stand there and stare at the crops, or even those who feel sorry
that the harvest is going to waste. What they require are workers who will actually go out into the field
and do something. Jesus commanded his disciples to pray for more laborers, and not to just pray over
the crop! James, the half brother of The LORD, understood this concept perfectly.

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does
not have works? Can such faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothes
and lacks daily food and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, stay warm, and be
well fed,” but you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it? In the
same way, faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself. James 2:14-17

Of course we should pray for lost people, but as we pray, we should also be willing to do
something about it. As someone once said, “The farmer who prays for a good crop should say ‘amen’
with a hoe in his hand! Jesus doesn’'t want us to just pray for lost people. Rather, He wants us to be
moved with the same kind of compassion that He has for them and then give our all to rescue them! This
is the Great Commission, that we go out into the field and bring in the harvest (Matthew 28:16-20).

Some would argue and say, “But Jesus didn’t say that we should go out into the field, He said that
we should pray for others to go out into the field!” Boy is that a common misconception in the modern
day church. | wish | had a dollar for all the times I've heard it said, “That’s not my job. That’s the pastor’s
responsibility, or that’s the deacon’s job.” Let me help clarify this misconception once and for all. After
Jesus told His disciples to pray for workers to go out into the field and harvest the crops, He then
immediately sent His disciples out into the field to work! Don’t believe me? Just turn to the next page in
your Bible and look at chapter ten. Jesus put his disciples to work. So here is the spiritual truth. Don’t
ever pray for someone to do something that you yourself are not willing to do!

So there you have it. The Savior has deep compassion for those who are lost and cast aside. If
we have His Spirit living in us, then we will also share in His compassion. And its not enough just to pray
for the lost, we must act on those prayers. As soon as The LORD commanded His disciples to pray for
more workers, He sent them into the field to work! We each have been called to work to bring in the
harvest. And may | say this morning that there is no greater joy in this world than knowing that your
efforts were used by The LORD to bring someone to into the kingdom of heaven, to worship at the feet of
The King of kings!

TRUTH!!!



