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Letters From My Father
Week 29

2 Timothy 3:3-9
“The Disease - Part 2”

Introduction

Previously, we discussed the Apostle Paul’'s warning to Timothy about the seasons (Kairos) of
fierce hostility towards not only the people of God, but His righteous standards as well. In short, men will
be immoral, and anything that sheds the slightest amount of light upon their evil deeds will be met with
fierce hostility. Enter the Church of Jesus Christ. It is our responsibility in these last days (the Church
age) to preach Christ and His righteousness so that the world will hear, repent, and believe in The Savior,
for He is the only hope for fallen mankind. But many are resentful of our message, for they love their sin.
And those who love the darkness more than the light will perish.

Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is
already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only
Son of God. This is the judgment: The Light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than The Light because their deeds were evil. For everyone
who does evil hates The Light and avoids it, so that his deeds may not be exposed.
John 3:18-20

Because men loved darkness rather than light, they fiercely oppose Christ, His Church, and His
gospel. Therefore, seasons of extreme fierceness will come during the church age or the “last days,” as
Paul described it to his young protege at Ephesus. We have already determined from our study that the
love of darkness originates with the love of self. Self-indulgence is the disease that Satan brought into
this world. He is “patient zero” as it were, and he infected all mankind, when he tempted Eve in the
Garden of Eden. He appealed to her own love of self in order to tempt her to rebel against God, and his
evil scheme worked to perfection. Therefore, all of us have been born with this disease of self-love or
what Paul called philautos, in the Greek. And it is from this disease that all sin finds its origin. Simply put,
we sin against God’s commands, because we long to please ourselves more than God.

As we look closely at the disease of self-love, we can see the many symptoms that it produces in
those that it infects. We discussed a few of those symptoms earlier, but for todays study we will continue
to further expound upon those that Paul wrote about in his letter to Timothy. We must understand that
according to Christ, these things must exponentially increase in the world as the day approaches for His
return (Matthew 24).

Because lawlessness will multiply, the love of many will grow cold. Matthew 24:12

As Believers, we need to expect these fierce times that Paul warned us about. We need to be
prepared for what we are bound to face in the coming days. For we only need to look around us to see
that just as Christ predicted, “lawlessness” is indeed on the increase. We are living in the last days, my
friends. Not only the church age of which Paul wrote, but also, | am convinced that we are living in the
very last days before the rapture of the Church. Never has there been so much wickedness in this world.
For in ages past these things were done in darkness, but now they are celebrated in the light of day! The
judgment of God is coming, and we must be ready.

So, let us continue to examine the ever increasing wickedness that will occur as the time draws
near for our departure. The symptoms of self-love or self-consumption will become more and more
prevalent in a society bent upon its own destruction. People will abandon all sense of morality in
exchange for whatever their wicked hearts desire in the moment. And as we study Paul’s prophetic
predictions, we will begin to have an understanding into why the world is devolving so rapidly, right before
our very eyes. Self-evident foundational truths that we took for granted just a short time ago are now
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being dismantled. Morality has become a thing of ages past, and even basic civility has taken a back
seat to lawlessness and depravity.

As we press forward in our study of 2 Timothy, we will look at the moral decline of the end times,
as well as, the type of people who will do their very best to infilirate the Church in order to render it
ineffective in its mission. And we will learn of The Decadent, The Deceivers, and Their Doom.

The Decadent (vs. 3-5)

...unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for
what is good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people.

2 Timothy 3:3-5

Just as we have done previously, let us take these “symptoms” that Paul mentions and discuss
them one at a time.

A) Unloving (astorgos pronounced as’-tor-gos) Meaning “devoid of natural affection”.
Natural affection to the Greek way of thinking, describes the love that should come naturally to a
person. Mothers naturally love their children and care for them. Fathers should naturally love their
families and provide for them. Siblings naturally love and look out for one another, etc. These things
for ages past have been the norm, rather than the exception.

But Christ warned us that in the last days before His return, that “the love of many will grow cold”
(Matthew 24:12). This means that what used to be the norm will devolve into depravity. Just look at
the world around us today. The divorce rate among married couples is now over fifty percent.
Mothers by and large no longer view a pregnancy as a “blessed event”, but rather, as a burden and
inconvenience upon their worldly passions. Abortions each year number in the millions as children
are mercilessly sacrificed upon the altar of “convenience”. In these last days before Christ’s return,
the devil is doing a full court press to destroy the family unit.

And not only are these things becoming more prevalent with every passing season, but now we are
subjected to the onslaught of unnatural sexual relationships as well. Homosexuality, promiscuity,
transgenderism, along with a multitude of other sexual perversions are ever increasing. What was
once considered to be shameful is now celebrated with abominable affirmations such as “pride month”
as we now proclaim ourselves to be proud of our own debauchery. If there was ever a phrase that
describes the US and the world at large today, it would be unnatural affection. This world is now ripe
for the coming judgment.

B) Irreconcilable (aspondos pronounced as’-pon-dos) meaning “unpersuadable or unable to come to
terms of agreement”.
Simply put, it means that people will become impervious to reason. You simply cannot convince them
to be agreeable, for they refuse to see anyone else’s point of view. We live in an age where opposing
arguments are shouted, rather than discussed rationally. College campuses, whose students used to
thrive with vigorous debate on various issues, now refuse to listen to anything that is in opposition to
the liberal, godless indoctrinations that they have received at the hands of their demonically inspired
professors.

C) Slanderers (diabolos pronounced dee-ab’-ol-os) meaning “false accuser”’.
Many will recognize this particular word as a name for the devil himself. For he is the “false accuser”
of the brethren. As people become more and more influenced by the spirit of Satan himself, they will
have no problem with railing false accusations against their opponents in order to destroy them. Enter
American politics today. Those in power have no qualms whatsoever with destroying their opponents
with slander. As Hitler was once quoted as saying, “The greater a lie is, the greater its chances of
being believed.” Sadly, this could be the mantra of most who are in leadership in our world today.
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Without Self-Control (akrates pronounced ak-rat’-ace) literally meaning “incontinent”.

People in the last days will become increasingly unable to control themselves. They will be sexually
deviant, given to fits of rage, and all other forms of uncontrollable rash behavior. When your god is
self, then you become less and less capable of denying your own lusts.

Brutal (anemeros pronounced an-ay’-mer-os) meaning “savage or fierce”.

As goes self-control, so goes the ability to restrain one’s actions. Murder and destruction will become
the hallmark of the end times. We see today in America and throughout the known world this brutally
first hand. War is now inflicted upon the innocent, and those who get in the way of the self-loving will
find themselves in dire peril. People are becoming increasingly animalistic in their behaviors. For
those who proclaim that humanity is evolving and becoming more civilized, eye-opening reality is a
grim reminder of the foolishness of such claims.

Without Love for Good (aphilagathos pronounced af-il-ag’-ath-os) meaning “opposed to goodness
and good men”.

If you stand for any moral truth these days, if you genuinely believe in Christ and His gospel, then you
can count upon being despised, for men love darkness and detest the light.

Traitors (prodotes pronounced prod-ot’-ace) meaning “betrayers”.

The treacherous people in the last days will be all too quick to hand over their enemies to those who
would destroy them. This will be especially prevalent during the Tribulation, when the anti-christ will
seek to destroy those who refuse to worship him.

Reckless (propetes pronounced prop-et-ace’) meaning “headlong”.

Self-loving people will throw caution to the wind, as they pursue their own agendas. They will
carelessly fall into any sin, without the slightest thought of consequence. | am reminded here of the
drug culture today, which recklessly seeks the pleasures of intoxication and euphoria even to the
demise of ones own personal health. To them, the “high” is worth all the risk so they plunge
themselves headlong into destruction.

Conceited (typhoo pronounced toof-0’-0) literally meaning “enveloped in smoke”.

Those who are enamored with themselves are naturally inclined to have their “head in the clouds” so
to speak. They are convinced, above all else, that they matter more than anyone or anything.
Conversely, no one else matters to them nearly as much. They live for the glorification of self,
because they have convinced themselves that they are worth it.

Lovers of Pleasure Rather Than Lovers of God (philedonos pronounced fil-ay’-don-os) meaning
‘pleasure lover”.

It is a form the word from which we derive the English “Hedonism”, meaning to live for wanton
pleasure as the highest goal of human life. The godless of the last days will be consumed with the
pursuit of pleasure. People today worship sports figures, movie stars, musicians, along with
everything else that makes them feel good. As a consequence of this self-indulgent lifestyle, many
have taken on mountains of debt in order to pursue worldly pleasures of all stripes. They refuse to
deny themselves any pleasurable experience. And the relentless pursuit of such things has led to a
coldness toward the things of God. Simply put, the average person can quote all the lyrics to a Taylor
Swift song, but could not possibly be expected to recite even one verse of Scripture. The pursuit of
pleasure in the last days will crowd out any interest in the pursuit of God and His righteousness.

Holding to a Form of Godliness, but Denying Its Power.
Although religion is prominent in our modern world, for the most part its doctrines are an “inch deep

and a mile wide.” People are far more concerned with doctrine that makes them feel special, as
opposed to that which focuses upon sin, repentance, and true reconciliation toward God. We live in a
world that loves to hear how wonderful it is, rather than its desperate need to be healed from the
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disease of self-consumption. We must, as Paul commanded, avoid (apotrepo) these types of people
at all costs. They are consumed with one thing and one thing only; Themselves. And this disease will
spread like wildfire, if we do not quarantine ourselves from those who carry it.

The Deceivers (vs.6-8)

For among them are those who worm their way into households and deceive gullible
women overwhelmed by sins and led astray by a variety of passions, always
learning and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and
Jambres resisted Moses, so these also resist the truth. They are men who are
corrupt in mind and worthless in regard to the faith. Timothy 3:6-8

Paul continues by giving examples of the type of people who will do all that they can in order to
wreck the Church. They are deceivers who prey upon the weakness of gullible people in order to gain
entry into the body of Christ. Within the church, there are many who either do not possess saving faith, or
they are immature in their walk with Christ. These people, such as the “gullible women overwhelmed
by sin and led astray by a variety of passions.” as Paul describes, are the perfect mark for the false
prophet con-man. For they appeal to their fleshly natures in order to seduce.

People want to believe false teaching, because it caters to their own fleshly desires, encouraging
those who would listen to once again love themselves above all else. Since self-love comes so very
natural to everyone, it isn’t difficult to understand the persuasive power of the false teacher. They use the
very worst of our own natures in order to deceive us.

Paul continued his line of thought by introducing us to Jannes and Jambres (pronounced ee-yan-
nace and ee-am-brace in the Greek). These were the traditional Jewish names for the men who opposed
Moses, when he came before the Pharaoh of Egypt to demand that the Israelites be released from their
bondage. Jannes and Jambres were occult sorcerers, who mimicked Moses’ miracles in order to
convince Pharaoh that their power was sufficient enough to stand against the power of The God of the
Hebrews.

When Moses turned his staff into a snake, Jannes and Jambres performed a similar sign, but
then Moses’ serpent swallowed the magicians snakes alive! God will always win in a struggle against the
demonic. He is all mighty and all knowing. He cannot be defeated. But what matters in this story is the
effect that the false teachers had upon their audience.

In the case of Jannes and Jambres, there was an audience of one, namely Pharaoh himself. For
you see, God sent his prophet Moses to bring His Word to Pharaoh. And because of the demonic
miracles of Jannes and Jambres, Pharaoh discounted the word of The LORD in favor of a message that
he liked better. He didn’t want to obey God and release all the slave labor that was building such great
cities for him, monuments to his own glory. So, he much preferred the false hope he received from his
two false prophets. In short, the Pharaoh loved himself above all else, so he was easily deceived by
preachers who told him what he wanted to hear! After all these millennia, nothing has changed. False
teachers tell those who are diseased with self-love exactly what they want to hear, rather than that which
God wants us to hear and obey. And sadly, many are deceived, drawn away and enticed by their own
lust.

But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil

desire. Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully

grown, it gives birth to death. James 1:14-15
So:

Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a person sows he will also
reap. because one who sows to his flesh will reap destruction from the flesh, but the
one who sows to The Spirit will reap eternal life from The Spirit. Galatians 6:7-8
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Their Doom (vs. 9)

But they will not make further progress, for their foolishness will be clear to all, as
was the foolishness of Jannes and Jambres. Timothy 3:3-5

Those who espouse the false doctrine of self-aggrandizement will be shown for what they are in
the end. Just as Christ has promised to separate the wheat from the tares at the end of the age, those
within the Church who do not possess the genuine transformation that accompanies saving faith will
come to the same end as Jannes and Jambres. They will be exposed for the frauds that they are, and
will not be able to withstand the coming judgment.

Not everyone who says to me “LORD, LORD.” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
only the one who does the will of My Father in heaven. On that day many will say to
Me, “LORD, LORD didn’t we prophesy in Your Name, drive out demons in Your
name, and do many miracles in Your Name?”  Then | will announce to them, “|

never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!” Matthew 7:21-23

So the question for us all remains: When the final trumpet sounds, and the judgment of God is
poured out upon the unrighteous, will | be one of His chosen vessels, cleansed, and useful to The
Master? For in order to be a chosen vessel, we must first be emptied of self and purified so that God can
use us. Only then will we be “prepared for every good work” (2 Timothy 2:21). We must be emptied of
ourselves in order to be filled with God’s Spirit. For only He can regenerate us from the inside out so that
we no longer live to please ourselves, but to please Him.

For we know to walk after The Spirit is to forsake the things and people that would lead us back
to our former way of life, when we lived only to appease our natural fleshly desires. We must avoid toxic
false believers and follow after God, along with others who are of the same heart and mind. After
studying these passages carefully, we can now fully understand Paul's meaning when he admonished
Timothy:

Flee from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace,

ALONG WITH THOSE who call on The LORD from a pure heart. 2 Timothy 2:22
(emphasis added)

TRUTH!!!



